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neglecting the advice of economists in our universities ? The con-
trast is instructive, because genuine science thrives by its appli-
cations. Economics is at present wedded to a dialectic of scarcity.
As such it is an obstruction to scientific knowledge. When the
advance of science was obstructed by bishops, men of science
conceived it their duty to state without any ambiguity that the
first chapter of Genesis is not science. They did so whether pro-
fessors of theology liked it or not. In the tradition of Thomas
Henry Huxley it is my plain duty as a man" of science to tell our
Adult Educational Movement that the mediaeval rubbish
taught as economics in British universities is the negation of
science and that as long as no provision is made for naturalistic
studies in the training of historians or students of sociology, the
culture of the universities is not good enough for the civic task
of the humblest worker.

As Disraeli said, it is easier to be critical than to be correct.
I should not have launched this attack unless I had a constructive
alternative to offer. Some of you may think that you know the
conclusion to which I have been leading you. Perhaps you are
thinking that like every other specialist I want to press the claims
of my own subject and that I am making a plea for organizing
more courses in Natural Science under the auspices of the W.E.A.
Emphatically this is not my aim. It would not be consistent with
what I have already said, and it would not be consistent with what
I have laboured to do in two volumes of scientific popularization
which are rather heavy to carry about. I have told you that
the universities are valuable in so far as they are primarily insti-
tutions for specialists. The specialist in so-called humanistic studies
is grossly ignorant of the impact of science on modern society,
and no provision is made in the training of scientific workers for
the study of science in its broadly humanistic applications. Hence
W.E.A. courses based on the vocational teaching of science in
universities can have little bearing on the civic education of the
wage earner in the present social context.

At all great turning-points in the history of our social culture
the recognition of a new social need has been the signal for the